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Daikandaiji Temple is also called Ohtsukasa no ohdera in such sources as the Chroni-
cles of Japan and the Gangoji garan engi, but little is known about it. It is recorded that
Daikandaiji shifted from Kudara no Ohdera Temple (Kibiike Haiji) to Takechi no Ohdera
Temple, then Daikandaiji Temple, and then Daianji Temple, but there are no definite facts
about Takechi no Ohdera Temple.

The layout of the temple complex was discovered through the 1973 excavations to con-
sist of a middle gate, golden hall, and lecture hall running north-south, with a cloister con-
necting the middles gate with the golden hall, and containing a stupa in the eastern part
of the enclosure.

The area enclosed by the cloister alone measured 144m east to west, and 195m north
to south, and was of the same scale as the original cloister of Todaiji Temple. Based on
the stone platform, it is inferred that the stupa had nine stories. As its name indicates, Dai-
kandaiji Temple was the largest temple in Asuka.
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